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Book Review of "Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass"
Introduction
Fredrick Douglass is the author of the book, "Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass". Having been born in slavery between the years 1817 to 1818 grows separate from the mother, Harriet. The father was probably a white master. The book is a description of the life of Douglass himself which brings about an understanding of the slave life then. The book is written by Douglass himself who gives an account of his slave life. This paper gives a summary overview of the book and my opinion on the book.
Book Overview
Fredrick Douglass gave an account of his slave life having been born and separated from his mother, Harriet Bailey, who was amongst the many slaves owned by Colonel Lloyd who were working in his farm, Great House Farm. He explained the bad things that slaves used to undergo ranging from denial of access to basic needs, beatings and killings sometimes especially whenever they broke the rules. Douglass used to serve in the house as a child, unlike other slaves. The author described how being in the city helped in the reduction in the cruelty mated against the slaves since other neighbours who did not have the slaves were there to watch. The author experiences kindness from Hugh’s wife who heard never had slaves before. She taught Douglass how to read and write until the husband became against it claiming it would make the slave unmanageable. Sophia later lost her kindness even though at that time, Douglass could teach himself how to read through other local boys at Baltimore.  The consciousness that he developed about the suffering life of the slaves prompts him to escape to the North. He went through various hands of slave managers in an effort to manage him which ended him in jail. Douglass later earned better wages from his new caulking skill even though he turned everything over to Hugh. His escape to New York made the beginning of a change in his lifestyle as he married a free woman, moved to Massachusetts where he got busy with the abolitionist movement both as a writer and an orator.
Book Review: Opinion Over the Book
The book has indeed affected me. I like the book since unlike many slaves who failed to survive, there is hope when it comes to Douglass. I like how he moves from a life of slavery with full assurance and passion for changing his life and those others who were living in slavery. I love the fact that he survives in the time when slaves would be killed and no one bothered to ask or investigate. The fact that he could serve at an early age in a house of a master makes me admire the passion and ability to survive within him. The realization that women such as Sophia, who in those days would show human nature to the slaves such as Douglass, is a clear indication that the world is full of people with different orientations and behaviour. The ability of Douglass to study on how to read at such a tender age and in such an environment is something that makes me adore the narrative. Douglass' ability to be tossed in the different environments to tame him through strict men such as Edward whose aim was to restrict the vision in people like Douglass. The fact that Douglass later ends up well off, marries and becomes one of the slaves ready to help in the freedom of others through an abolitionist movement makes me like the book. Therefore, the book positively affected me making me believe there is still hope for total freedom for all slaves even at this time.
The book doesn’t give further information about the later life of Douglass which leaves me with many questions. Even though he ends with a better life and a family, we still have to ask questions like how much his freedom affected the other slaves. The extent of his impact through the movement and the writings he had made is not clearly outlined in the book. This makes it difficult for us to evaluate the status of the other slaves was after the move by Douglass and the freedom he later gained. It should be understood that every time one slave gained their freedom, those who remained behind were subjected to more slavery as a punishment that any attempt to freedom was punishable. The family of Douglass is not also mentioned which would help us evaluate the extent of the freedom he enjoyed. We are therefore left to wonder whether he was able to affect other cities beyond Massachusetts through the movement he now heard joined as a key person.
I would recommend the book to someone else. I believe the book goes beyond just the narration of the life of Douglass as a slave. The book grants us the ability to develop resilience in through an understanding that we are not the only people who have undergone a difficult kind of life. I, therefore, would recommend the book particularly to individuals undergoing situations in life which seem to make them give up in life. The book, through the victory acquired by Douglass at the end, would act as an encouragement and hope-giving mechanism through investigation of the life of an enslaved man turned into a great personality. Therefore, the book has to be read by everyone since most of us are enslaved in one way or another either through sickness, hard working conditions which by reading the work of Douglass can be able to gain an understanding that there is indeed nothing new in life.
There are a lot of things I have learned through the narration by Douglass. One of the greatest lessons is the need for persistence with the hope of reaping its fruits one day. Douglass, being a slave, would have given up in life. Furthermore, having been separated from the parents at such a tender age was enough to make any man give up. His persistence is evidenced by the life journey he undergoes without losing his focus. Even at Sophia's house, he is ready to learn how to read amidst resistance from her husband. Furthermore, when the master's kindness later runs out, he is ready to join other local boys and further his learning way before he realizes the ability of education in bringing about freedom. I, therefore, learnt the need to be focused in life which seems to be full of challenges whose aim is to sabotage people's destinies. 
Discovery that education is key to freedom is a lesson I can easily pick from Douglass's life. His passion to learn how to read was the main distinguishing factor between him and other slaves. This is what made him able to hunger more for his freedom and that of the other slaves. Even his boss, Hugh, was well aware that learning made slaves unmanageable which explains why the masters were ready to ensure their slaves do not acquire formal education that would make them know their rights. Furthermore, the life of Douglass is a selfless life evidenced by his readiness to make other slaves also enlightened.  He was ready also to teach other slaves and even escape with some which makes him depict a desire to see the freedom of others and not just his own. Furthermore, his ability to join a movement that would later facilitate liberty and protection of other slaves shows someone with a life that is selfless. He is ready to suffer just to ensure the brother gain their position in a society that was full of slavery and intimidation.
Conclusion
I conclusion, it is indeed true that "Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass" depicts a life of a slave through which we can learn a lot of things. The book brings out the problems slaves were going through in the times when the slave trade was the order of the day. Anybody reading the book might pity Douglass because of the various struggles he undergoes, but the end of the narration brings about a turn around which is an encouragement to people. The lessons we learn from Douglass's life are vital in various aspects of our lives which are marked by struggle and various phases.
